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Characteristics:

· aleatoric form determined by chance

· intricate harmonies using modal, pentatonic and 12-tone scale with dissonant chords

· electronics- technology advancements influence music; use of synthesizers and electronic keyboards- unique to American music

· dissonance, prepared instruments, new notations, precision, variety

· things happen by chance- like in science, inventions and innovation

· experimentalism- radical ideas being tested out in protest of establishment, non-conformity

· rhythms were reflections of realistic sounds- urbanization and new technology, machine sounds imitated, reflected heritage and culture

· writing about what they know

· had a desire to create new sounds and ideas through their music

· polychords and polyharmony: stacking chords and rhythms (I am)

· expansion of tonality: expanded tonality with 12-tone scale, polytonality with two or more key signatures used, atonality with rejection of central key, twelve tone method

· often reflection of culture at time- disillusionment 

**Impressionistic Music

· offshoot of romantic music- more radical, blurry/vague music

· combination of older, accepted values with romantic music and new, radical ideas with impressionistic music make it more accepted- overlap

**Neoclassical Music

· another combination of established classic style + new, radical ways of innovating music, using dissonance to create new kind of style

· Stravinsky, Ravel

**Chance Music

· leaves a lot up to the performer- like modernism- experimental, leaves each performer to make up their own mind about the music, performances are all unique and true reflections of the performer

· things happening by mistake are appreciated

· John Cage- 12 radios playing at same time
**Atonal Music

· new system of composing- radical protest to establishment
· 12-tone scale uses 12 chromatic notes equally, strange rhythmic ideas

· Arnold Schoenberg

**Musical Theatre

· way of combining acting and music together

· collaborative effort of musical and non-musical elements

· mass appeal to large audiences, tours around the world

· musical appeal with catchy tunes with sing-able qualities to appeal to mass audiences

· playing what people wanted to hear

· escape from problems in society- make light of issues and make things happier like with swing dancing movement

· common themes- nostalgia, love, realism, literature

**Ragtime Music

· racially ambiguous

· developed in the time period where racial divisions were extremely controversial

· syncopation

· very new and different form of compositional format

Timeline

*1900s: John Philip Sousa- great band literature, influenced other countries and composers: Debussy, Ravel, Stravinsky, Milhaud, Grainger, influenced by Mozart; brought ragtime to his Marine Band tours

Ragtime music, The Cakewalk

Beginning of Jazz (New Orleans)



-Scott Joplin



-Irving Berlin


*First phonographs and gramophones for recording music


Neoclassicism- popular in Europe, began to come over to America as historical events forced people (composers) to flee

*1910s: Ragtime music


*Introduction of Blues* overtaking neighborhoods, intense popularity


Jazz (still localized)



-Tin Pan Alley



-James Europe



-Alan Lomax


*Introduction of prepared music- John Cage

*1920s: Spread of Blues and Jazz


*Invention of Radio- music heard everywhere, spread of ideas, celebrities


Fiddle, banjo music



-John Armstrong



-Louis Armstrong



-Bessie Smith


The American Version of English Operetta- introduction of Musical Theatre


With Jazz came Impressionistic music (movement mostly in Europe, but radical styles of music becoming popular in US encouraged impressionism in American composing)

1930s: Country


Bluegrass, blues

*Invention of the Jukebox


American Versions of Musical Theatre- Gershwin and Irving Berlin

*1940s: Realism in Musical Theatre



-Rogers and Hammerstein



-Lerner & Lowe


Continuation of American version of theatre


*Stravinsky comes to America, bringing music from Russia and France- fled places for several years because of social and political movements and war, music reflects events in history and ideas spread throughout the world


Alfred Reed- Russian Christmas Music



-Commissioned during the time when optimism was running high- successful invasion of France and Belgium of Allied Forces



-wrote music for Army Air Corps Band
*1950s: Totally new approaches to musical theatre



-Frank Loesser



-sociological change, new attitudes and ideas of the time


*12-tone music and serial music introduced- atonal style


*Chance and Atonal Music

1960s: “New” musicals and Rock Musicals
*1970s: David Holsinger- *polytonal music, asymmetrical melodies



-music used for interment of President Reagan, dedication of WWII memorial, commemoratives of soldiers, Challenger memorial

*Polytonal music- polychords and polyharmony
1980s: Continuation of polytonal, chance, atonal, beginning of aleatoric music

1990s: Dr. Andrew Boysen- I am


Aleatoric music extremely popular


Commissioned music for bands, people, events


Reflections of life
